American Waterworks Association (AWWA) 2008

Tapping Competition

& 

World Water Cup

ATLANTA GEORGIA

June 08th – 11th 2008

The convention took place this year in Atlanta “The peach county” in the state of Georgia

Arriving in the middle of a mini heat wave was interesting enough, but on reaching the hotel finding you can’t actually get in is another thing, I will explain.

The hotel is just a stone throw from the Olympic stadium where the 1996 games took place, which has now been converted into a baseball ground which is home to the Atlanta Braves where they were playing their second game in a three home game series, but after a few detours and a few choice words from the cab drive to the state trooper he let us into the hotel forecourt, and the welcome of a air conditioned hotel lobby.

The World Water Cup took place on the Sunday afternoon with the USA, UK and Dutch team competing. 

The British team from Bournemouth and West Hampshire Water won the World Water Cup Drilling and Tapping contest. Teams from the United Kingdom, the United States, and the Netherlands each perform a tap using the method for each country. The winning time was 11:09.42. The Columbus (Ohio) Water represented the United States, and a team from Brabant Water came from the Netherlands.   

DUTCH TAP

	
	NL
	UK
	US

	Time
	4:53:40
	4:23:38
	3:34:35

	Penalties
	0:30:00
	
	0:30:00

	Total Time
	5:23:40
	4:23:38
	4:04:35


UK TAP

	
	NL
	UK
	US

	Time
	3:50:26
	2:44:83
	4:51:27

	Penalties
	1:30:00
	
	2:00:00

	Total Time
	5:20:26
	2:44:83
	6:51:27


AMERICAN TAP

	
	NL
	UK
	US

	Time
	3:43:29
	2:30:41
	1:21:40

	Penalties
	1:30:00
	1:30:00
	0:30:00

	Total Time
	5:12:89
	4:00:41
	1:51:40


	Total Overall Time
	15:57:35
	11:09:42
	12:47:42


[image: image1.jpg]



Bournemouth & West Hampshire Water, World Water Cup winners from left to right:-

Barrie Light (coach) James Craig (Copper) Danny Hunt (Setter) and Peter Haslock (Driller)
All the teams perform to the best of their ability passing on their knowledge freely to help each other in the competition, the camaraderie was second to none with them cheering each other on, well done to the winners and the other two teams.

The American completion started on the Monday competing on three rigs in the arena, a very hard contest took part with all teams trying for a place in the finals run off. 
The times after the first and second day is as follows: -

MENS TEAMS

	Birmingham Water
	1:20:31

	Four Jokers
	1:29:37

	City of Portland
	1:32:06

	San Antonio Water-Men
	1:32:66

	Volunteer Tappers
	1:32:66

	City Ottawa
	1:33:22

	CT Tappers
	1:40:03

	Troy Tappers
	1:44:94

	Big Island Pipe Tappers
	1:46:69

	Isle of Palms
	1:49:78

	SADM Monterrey
	1:51:53

	Colorado Springs Men
	1:54:44

	Lima
	1:55:88

	Henderson on Tap 
	1:54:78

	United Water New Jersey
	2:22:78

	Toronto Water on Tap
	2:23:44

	Village of Arlington
	2:28:37

	Tar Heel Tappers
	2:33:56

	H20 City
	2:47:25

	Tapped Out Men’s
	3:41:88

	COLUMBUS OHIO MEN
	1:17:28    PRACTICE ONLY


WOMENS TEAM

	Nitro Bits
	2:17:28

	Sassy Taps
	2:34:57

	Palmetto Tappers
	2:35:94

	Ka Wai Wahine
	3:14:28

	Dixie Darlings
	3:35:13

	Bexar Met Office Girls
	3:50:91

	Montgomery County Women
	3:40:97

	Women Tapped Out
	4:41:25


The Sassy Taps from the Pacific Northwest Section won the women’s tapping contest with a time of 2:13.97. 

	



	SASSY TAPS


 Portland Water Bureau's Sassy Taps took first in the women's tapping contest. They are (from left) Coach Shawn Dahrens, Shawna Gawthorne, Jessica Anderson and Jasmine Varela
Taking second was another Pacific Northwest Section team, the Nitro Bits (Cassandra Lashbaugh, Gay Fletcher, Kim Anderson, and coach Larry Gillette), with a time of 2:47.06. 

The women’s team from SAWS came in third with a time of 2:54.50; Caron Hunt, Yolanda Garcia, and Regina Robledo were coached by Ryan Taylor.

The men’s competition was also a hard fought contest with Bournemouth tapping on the Tuesday morning, giving a very good account of themselves completing both taps but, picked up some small penalties taking them out of the final run offs.

Finals Day

Only a half second separated the top three finishers in the men’s finals of this year’s Tapping Contest.

	 




The team from Columbus (Ohio) Water earned the first place trophy for the second year in a row with a time of 1:22.90. Coached by Mark Eppach, the team included setter Bruce Farley, cranker Patrick Crumley, and Michael Spriggs on copper. 

Coming in second place were the Four Jokers, representing the California – Nevada Section, at 1:23.31, 

The team from Birmingham (Alabama) Water Works following on in third with a time of 1:23.44. 

Barely two seconds out of the running was the team from the San Antonio (Texas) Water System with a time of 1:24.93.

Members of the men’s teams were:

· Four Jokers (Calif.–Nev.)—Larry Caufield, setter; Christian Pearson, cranker; Mark Luberts, copper; Dennis Lovell, coach. 

· Birmingham (Ala.)—Johnny Bittles, setter; Jerry Storey, cranker; Todd Stewart, copper; Ralph Abbott, coach. 

· SAWS (Texas)—Monico Munoz, setter; Lupe Paredes, Cranker; Sid Luna, copper; Gibby Campos, coach.

All of the Bournemouth team and myself, welcomed the renewing of old friendships and the making of new ones, we were invited to some wonderful receptions hosted by suppliers, one being at the Georgia Aquarium which is rumoured to be the largest in the world with every kind of ocean life and some very large whales!!!

The tapping event was as always an electric atmosphere due to only a few seconds separating the teams in the qualifying times and the final run offs, having to tap twice in half an hour is pressure in it’s self but the teams always come through.

It’s a shame that people have to lose, but I think that they are all winners, each being great ambassadors for their companies, the friendships, camaraderie and memories that are taken away from these events hold a special place in the lives of people that are involved.

On behalf of the U.K. contingent we would like to thank St Gobian, IWO, for the chance to take part in Atlanta.

And all of our American friends for making us feel so welcome and the Dutch boys for there friendship, the hotel driver, who I think was glad to see us go, the lady in the hotel who sorted us out with extra tea bags, and most of all “The Bournemouth Bunnies” (if anyone wants to know the story behind this please see me at the Drilling & Tapping stand at the NEC next year?)

I would personally like to thank Roger Harrington from Bournemouth for helping to look after the team I know the team was very grateful for his support taking the time from his busy schedule, many thanks Roger

