AWWA DRILLING AND TAPPING NEW ORLEANS 2002

The venue for the 2002 AWWA Convention and Exhibition was The Morial Convention Centre, on the banks of the Mississippi, New Orleans, Louisiana.  It took place over 3 gloriously hot and humid days in June.

The Drilling and Tapping Competition was and eventful affair.  The American Drilling and Tapping is were a team of 3 and 1 coach, has 30 minutes to complete two taps once they have entered  the Arena.  There are 3 teams in the Arena at once on 3 rigs.  The top 4 men’s teams go through to Finals Day were last years champions take part.

The Competition started on the Monday, with the Women on first.  The top 2 teams going through with last year’s champions making 3 teams for the Finals Day.

On Tuesday it was the turn of the men, and just as the ladies the day before was very fiercely fought.  One interesting point was when one of the Canadian teams could only speak French.

Wessex Water where representing the UK, and they did very well, although they had leaks on both of their runs and did not make the Finals Day.

The Finals Day was very exciting and very tense.  The ladies where first on, it finished with last year’s champions coming in last.  The ladies from Lansing Board of Water and Light, of  Michigan, taking the honours in a time of 2.20:42.

Lansing Board of Water and Light men, looked very hot, hoping to equal the ladies result, their best time of 1.24:23, a threat to last year’s champions, and on to the champions run. Their first run was disastrous, the tapping machine came loose as they began to tap, so that run was a no tap. Things were very tense, silence hit the floor, you could of heard a pin drop, everyone wondering, could they make the last and final run count.  They answered this by putting in a first class performance in a time of 1.18:46, giving the Birmingham Alabama Boys the Championship once again.

With a ride on a swamp boat and trip on a River Boat down the Mississippi and even a fire in the hotel where I and some of the teams were staying, the trip was a memorable one.  A great competition renewing old friendships it was indeed an interesting time.

Michael Taylor

